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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. 

traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by th 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our cauntry, 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to 


set our country right. 


WE HOLD this to be the h 


free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under th 


e@ impulses of its Judaic-Christian 


e evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
p greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 

right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 

ighest service to patriotism and to God. 





“What Can I Do?” 


A Quaker Meeting reached its 
hands out to the world recently 
through the person of one of its 
members — Mrs. Dorothy Hutch- 
inson, mother of three children, wife 
of a medical school professor, writ- 
er and speaker on religious sub- 
jects. Along with others in her re- 
ligious group, she had felt the need 
for a wider, more concrete expres- 
sion of their faith in Christian de- 
mocracy; support for this concern 
grew until Mrs. Hutchinson and her 
selected traveling companion, an 18 
year old Negro girl who works in 
a Friends settlement house, were 
able to leave last September for a 
three months journey, visiting fami- 
lies in France, Germany, Israel, 

' Turkey, West Pakistan, India, Thai- 

| land, the Philippines, Hong Kong 

‘) and Hawaii. Arrangements for vis- 

| iting families in the different coun- 
tries had been made by foreign stu- 
dents who in turn had visited Quak- 
er homes in the Philadelphia area. 
This peaceful mission of visitation 
and friendliness, highlighted by the 
fact that the travelers represented 
two different races and two differ- 
ent age groups, won consideration 
official and public attention, great- 
ly enlarging the scope of their wit- 
ness for peace and Christian good- 
will. 

Think of the missions of friend- 
ship possible among the thousands 
of tourists abroad each year! 


FREE FOR DISTRIBUTION: 
A postcard which reprints some of 
Gandhi’s most poignant and potent 
sayings is available—to be used 
. for brief correspondence or circu- 
larization in the cause of peace. 
y Also available is a 4-page leaflet on 
the United Nations. These are free 
to churches — in quantity. Individ- 
uals can have the two for 5 cents 
a to cover postage, or in quantity for 
ea small handling charge. Order 
t} from the organization, “Promot- 
I ing Enduring Peace, Inc.” 489 
_ Ave., West Haven, Conn. 





X-Ray and Foreeast 


EW FORCE IN WORLD: A most important development, affecting 

the East-West Communist struggle, has gone almost entirely unno- 
ticed because of the fixation of the American press and political leadership 
on a military approach to our international problems. 

THE PRIME MINISTERS OF FIVE LEADING ASIAN NA- 
TIONS — India, Burma, Ceylon, Indonesia and Pakistan, called the 
“Columbo Powers” because they originally met in Columbo — have an- 
nounced from their Conference in Jakarat that plans are being completed 
for a 30-Nation Congress of Asian and African powers, including Japan, 
Red China, the two Vietnams, to meet in Indonesia in April. The 30 na- 
tions will represent over 1,250,000,000 people and the untold resources of 
three great continents and several large island states. 

THE U. S. AND RUSSIA WILL NOT BE REPRESENTED, nor 
will any of the Western allies. Thus the fanaticism of Moscow and the 
military extremism and political provincialism which characterize so 
much of Washington, will not be present. And a new force of tremen- 
dous weight will be forged which will inevitably blunt the sharp edges of 
the East-West split, muffle some of the threats and counter-threats between 
Moscow and Washington. It will also curb the expansive strategy of U. S. 
military planners who have considered the world their tactical oyster, 
pressuring the nations of Asia and the Near East to accept our “military 
cooperation,” very often against the will of the people of these areas. Red 
China will not dominate this Congress, for none of the other nations care 
to become satellites of Peking. Few things have appeared on the horizon 
since World War II so promising for a more sane and balanced world. 


RACKS IN KREMLIN WALL: American newspapers headlined the 
execution in Moscow recently of four Soviet leaders, described as 
former associates of Beria. But the American news reports gave little at- 
tention to the interpretation of these events by the top Russian experts. 
There is abundant evidence that these executions indicate a new intensi- 
fication of the hidden struggle for power within the Kremlin. The split 
seems to center between Premier Georgi Malenkov and Nikata Krushchev, 
with the army playing a heavy hand on either side whenever Generals 
Zhukov or Sokolovsky feel they have a secret chance to cut the Bolshevik 
power down. As we explained in our forecast of these events two 
years ago, at the time of Stalin’s death, the army wants to swing Russia 
away from the fanaticism of world revolution and back to the stable paths 
of nationalism. Remember, when Stalin died, scores of small tanks be- 
longing to Beria’s political police swarmed over strategic points in Moscow 
and stood guard for days. Then when Beria was arrested last year, much 
larger fleets of the great Russian army tanks swarmed over Moscow and 
other cities, and it is now known that, on both occasions, Russia was on 
the verge of civil war. Because the American public hears little of this, 
our political voices unfortunately pay little attention to such developments 
and continue to cry about the menace of communism — when the truth 
is that Russia at the present time and for some months past has been 
utterly incapacitated for an armed conflict of any proportion. The threat 
of a world Red revolution remains, but the threat of a Russian attack 

is nil. 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Peaceful Hydrogen 

Hydrogen has become a major 
weapon of peace as well as war. 
Over 100,000 hydrogen-filled neo- 
prene rubber and plastic balloons, 
each over four feet in diameter and 
carrying a three-pound cargo of 
leaflets, stickers, light-weight news- 
papers and other peace-building an- 
ti-Communist literature, have been 
released over Czechoslovakia since 
last May. Fifty million pieces of 
democratic propaganda have thus 
been distributed. This remarkable 
project is being carried on by the 
Free Europe Committee (parent or- 
ganization of Radio Free Europe). 
To launch these balloon drops, the 
FR committee has constructed spe- 
cial centers of operation along the 
East-West borders, from which con- 
tacts are made with the anti-Com- 
munist underground, weather data 
gathered, calculations made to de- 
termine the aim of further balloon 
releases. From underground sources 
the Free Europe staffs determine 
what are the most pressing and sen- 
sitive issues in the Red areas and 
the propaganda material sent over 
is aimed to expose Communist par- 
ty deceit, forecast their moves, en- 
courage and instruct the people in 
how to resist, especially along non- 
violent lines that can hardly bring 
recrimination but which steadily un- 
dermine the Communist regimes. 

The Czechoslovakian people, for 
instance, have been instructed to 
make ten specific demands of the 
Red Government in Prague, de- 
mands framed to emphasize the 
failure of the regime in fulfilling 
Communist promises. The air is 
now reverberating with the “ten 
demands,” the numerals “10” are 
scrawled on walls and_ buildings, 
mysteriously appearing in every im- 
aginable place, and expressions of 
popular rebellion are reaching the 
Red leaders in many different 
forms. There has been much con- 


fusion in the Czechoslovakian Red 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Peaceful Hydrogen 
(continued) 

and whimpering protests 
have been lodged with the U. S. 
Embassy. The Free Europe pro- 
gram is financed through private 
funds. It is a symbol of the insanity 
and self-deception of militarism 
that, while all of West Europe is 
filled with the litter and wastage of 
American military spending, no 
Government funds are available to 
expand such a project which reaches 
the target with more precision than 
cannon, H-bombs and $300 
air carriers could ever do. 


World of Color 


IN AFRICA: In our 
Oct. 15, we reported hopefully on 
the race situation in South Africa, 
mentioning the approaching retire- 
ment of Dr. Daniel Malan, long- 
time white supremacy premier, and 
describing the first great gathering 
of the Church South 
Africa, both black and white, to dis- 
cuss the race problem in the light 
of Christian teaching. Unfortunate- 
ly that promise was not fulfilled. 
and instead of moderate leadership 
following Malan’s retirement, the 
most violent element of the white 
supremacy party took over. The 
new premier, Johannes Strijdom, is 
so extreme that his first statement 
on racial policy embarrassed even 
Malan. The conference of Church 
leaders was dampened by this un- 
expected political development; 
however, some hope of progress 
may be found in the Christian lead- 
ership in Africa which now recog- 
nizes that the problem is basically 
spiritual. Historians have predicted 
that all of Africa would be the next 
great battleground between com- 
munism and democratic ideals. Only 
Christian action can alter this pros- 
pect. 

IN THE U. S.: We hope you saw 
the newspaper dispatches on the 
failure of Communist infiltration to 
affect racial trends in this country, 


circles, 


atom 
million 


issue of 


leaders of 


as revealed by special congressional 
committee findings. The Communist 
party originally intended to use the 
Negro as a hase for the Red con- 
quest of America, since the Negro 
supposedly presented a perfect ex- 
ample of an “exploited proletariat.” 
A large tri-state area in the South 
was to be set aside as the first “Ne- 
gro Soviet State” with the whites 
expelled But all attempts to make 
propaganda gains with the Negro 
worke “peasants” and_ students 
flopped completely. Except for a 
few notable exceptions, the Negro 
has proved to be amazingly balanc- 
ed and mature in his judgment of 
the Communist doctrinaire and the 
expansive Marxist promises. Negro 
organizations are planning to make 
good use of these congressional rev- 
elations in furthering the Negro’s 
fight for equality and justice in edu- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


UR ECONOMIC FUTURE: In our last issue, we outlined economic 
trends during the coming months in the area of labor-management 
relations. To recap briefly: 


(continued) 


Emphasis was placed on the pressure, underneath present indus- 
trial labor-management tensions, of what we termed the Expanding Eco- 
nomic Participation and Expectation of the Common Man. Labor leaders 
are not asking for wage increases now so much as for job security, annual 
wage, long-range welfare benefits, etc. While the standard of living of the 
American worker has increased, his economic future is more uncertain 
than ever, for incomes are not adequate to meet the level of living 
which high pressure advertising is literally forcing upon the average Amer- 
ican family. The majority of wage earners constantly over-buy, as every 
retail credit manager knows. Thus the family feels insecure and the pos- 
sibility of unemployment is harrowing. And then comes the crowding threat 
of automatic electronic industrial production which will displace thou- 
sands of workers. Higher education levels and technological train- 
ing. in the meantime, have made the average worker-craftsman more 
aware of economic processes; he knows that as a worker-consumer he 
is absolutely indispensable to our capitalistic system. He wants to have 
a larger place in that system and greater recognition and to benefit more 
largely in the productive wealth he has helped to create. That is the issue 
now. If industry and management try to suppress this rising pressure, seek- 
ing to hold the old forms and keep labor “in its place,” then there’s real 
trouble ahead. 


HE AVERAGE INDEPENDENT BUSINESSMAN is caught in the 

same painful transition that is squeezing the worker-craftsman. Many 
fields of modern merchandising involve services that in turn require fac- 
tory trained men with only brand-name parts available. Thousands of 
businessmen who formerly sold typewriters, vacuum cleaners, washing 
machines, refrigerators, sewing machines, auto tires, paint, wall paper, 
floor coverings, as independent merchants carrying several different lines, 
even competitive lines, now find that they have become dependent agen- 
cies of single industries. 

To hold his “territory,” the distributor has a contract or franchise; 
he must move the goods to hold his franchise — and often he cannot make 
a profit because competition and overloading of stock forces him to cut 
prices. Yet he cannot cut prices to his own advantage for a quick cash 
turnover, because “fair trade” laws imposed by manufacturers, in many 
instances, compel him to make his price reductions by excessive allow- 
ances on trade-ins. Thousands of small businesses are now in financial 
jeopardy because their margin of profit is tied up in storerooms full of 
second-hand stuff they cannot move. They've made just enough cash to 
keep afloat and the clean profit has nearly all gone to the manufacturing 
corporations, having been drained out of the veins of small business. This 
situation is especially acute right now in the TV, electrical appliance and 
automobile business. If a distributor is big enough he can get preferred 
treatment, but those who need it most cannot. This is not said to criticize 
big business — it is simply an important element in the mounting economic 
crisis in our day that looms under the glittering surface of our “prosperity.” 

DRUGS, FOOD, ETC.: Other independent small businesses — 
the drug, food and commodity merchandisers—are being squeezed by the 
newest phase of chain store merchandising, the great urban and suburban 
shopping centers which from the first are always high-powered promotion 
projects in which only the affluent and strong can participate. In these 
merchandising centers, the great drug and food chain stores sell every- 
thing from nylons to TV sets, and auto tires on the side, at cut prices, to 
“draw trade” but in so doing they scoop off much of the business that 
once supported the independent store on the corner. While the clerks are 
paid good salaries, the managers of these shopping center stores are paid 
salaries that average about one-half the earning the independent store- 
keeper once could make, and the rest of the profit is piped off to the head- 
quarters in Chicago and New York. As court records amply testify, the 
chains often remove competition by under-pricing the independent store 
until the independent is driven out of business, and then prices are raised 
to normal again. The great chains, through mass buying and highly effi- 
cient merchandising, move goods faster, keep fresher, larger stocks and 
sell for less than the independent. 

SO THE CONSUMER IS BENEFITED by this massive, highly 
centralized system of merchandising. But every time an independent busi- 
ness is forced to quit, another area of our free economy is lost. There are 
now about five great food and drug corporatons which quite generally 
control the production and price pattern of food, drugs and commodi- 


ties in America. Linked with two great auto corporations, two rubber and 
(continued on NEXT page) 





World of Color 


(continued) 
cation and employment rights. 

The next great drive of the na- 
tional Negro organizations will fo-' 
cus on the employment field. “The 
Negro is the last to be hired and the 
first to be fired” — this attitude has 
been the epitomized description of 
the colored workers’ employment 
status. Working closely with the 


CIO’s national leadership, Negro’ 


leaders are preparing a long-term 
program to enact Federal laws that 
will guarantee to Negroes equal 
rights in getting jobs and in job 
tenure. Unfortunately the AFL still 


practices Jim Crow policies in many 


unions. 


GIs and Senoritas 

The lovelorn GI in Spain will 
now run whack up against the tyr- 
anny under which Spanish Protest- 
ants are forced to live. As we have 
reported previously, 
Catholic hierarchy has made it al- 
most impossible for Protestants to 
marry by putting pressure on civil 


authorities to reject all marriage, 


permits that have not been certified 
by a priest. The priests in turn are 
under orders to refuse all petitions 
of marriage unless the Protestant 
applicant makes a complete sur- 
render to the Church. As a result, 
many Protestant young people in 
Spain have been unable to marry 
for periods of three years or more, 
creating a condition of stress with- 
in Protestant communities hard to 
imagine in our free society. 

In a shameful betrayal of Amer- 
ican liberties, U. S. Army officials 
have submitted to similar Spanish 
hierarchy demands that no GI, 
who is a Protestant, be permitted 
to marry a Spanish Catholic with- 
out submitting to the canon law 
of the Roman Church which in 
Spain forbids marriage of Protes- 
tants with Catholics unless the Prot- 
estant makes a complete surrender 
of all spiritual and moral rights to 
the Church. The special U. S. Army 
agreement stipulates that there must 
be “special consultations” and “spe- 
cial dispensations” by the Church 
before such a marriage can_ take 
place. According to information 
from reliable sources (including 
U. S. Army personnel recently re- 
turned from Spain), this puts the 
GI's completely at the mercy of the 
Catholic bishops, who are empow- 
ered to use their authority and in- 
fluence over the GI's fiancee to ex- 
act any agreement the bishop stipu- 
lates. An American colonel reports, 
“In the U. S. a Protestant cannot 
marry a Catholic without surrender- 
ing his spiritual rights in the home 
and with his own children — which 
is in itself an attempt to deny a cit- 
izen’s constitutional rights, although 
in this country such parties can 
avail themselves of a civil ceremony. 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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GI’s and Senoritas 


(continued) 
In Spain, even the civil ceremony 
must be approved by the church, 
and some of the priests and bishops, 
against their elaborate background 
of medieval grandeur and authority, 
are not beyond using their pow- 
er to play upon a GI’s_lone- 
liness and immature emotions for 
deals that would make an Ameri- 
can Catholic ashamed and angry.” 
This is not the first time American 
Catholics have resented the feudal- 
ism of Roman Catholic practice in 
Spain. Read the book by the noted 
Catholic writer, Emmet J. Hughes, 
titled Report from Spain (Holt, ’47). 


Patriotism & UNESCO 

AMERICAN LEGION: The 
ultra - reactionary cliques which, 
through mysterious political mach- 
inations, manage to rule the poli- 
cies of the American Legion, the 
D.A.R. and a few other conserva- 
tive patriotic organizations, have 
long made a special target of 
UNESCO. In their attacks against 
this UN body, the Legion and the 
D.A.R. heads have very often used 
as supporting “evidence” material 
from the most scurrilous sources, 
usually published by the profession- 
al promoters of pseudo-patriotic 
“committees” and even outright 
phoney organizations which contin- 
ually bob up over the country, ex- 
ploiting anti-communism as a dues- 
and-donation racket. The Legion, 
for instance, has based many of its 
recent attacks against UNESCO 
upon such “evidence,” to such an 
extent that prominent members of 
the Legion have arisen to protest. 
When the source of these anti-UN 
statements was revealed, Legion- 
naires of intelligence and integrity 
compelled the Legion to repudiate 
this particular source, although they 
were unable to persuade the Legion 
officials to moderate their stand 
against the UN. In some areas, Le- 
gion officials are still trying to with- 
hold details of this controversy from 
its rank and file members. 

THE D.A.R., like the Legion, 
has followed a rabid anti-UN poli- 
cy, charging the UNESCO with be- 
ing “comunistic” and using as “evi- 
dence” material that would not stand 
for a moment in any law court in 
America. Many D.A.R.’s, puzzled 
by the persistent backward policies 
of their national organization, have 
complained to their leaders, have 
asked for a fair hearing or study of 
UNESCO. But these voices are 
drowned out by official “policy de- 
cisions” reached without the demo- 
cratic right of open debate. 

To the ladies of the D.A.R. who 
have written to BTL about this (and 
some of our own staff are D.A.R.’s) 
—may we refer to a report by a 
prominent REPUBLICAN member 


of Congress, whom even the most 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


one chemical and one electrical giant, these eleven giant corporations are 
the masters of the American manufacturing and merchandising system. 
While the business press talks much about the spread of stock ownership, 
the plain truth is that the ownership and control remain very much in the 
hands of the few and by interlocking directorates, most of these corpora- 
tions, and the banks associated with them, are closely allied together be- 
hind the scenes. Competition between the giant corporations, spoken of 
reassuringly in corporation advertising, is like the “competition” between 
“independent” morning and evening newspapers, one Democrat, the oth- 
er Republican, but both papers owned by the same publisher and his 
family. Because of the huge advertising budgets of these corporations, 
little of the true nature of their relationship ever reaches the public. 

COOPERATION AND COMPETITION: In the small compact 
countries such as Switzerland, Sweden, Denmark, etc., where the social 
evolution of modern urban life has advanced beyond that in our great 
sprawling domain, it has been discovered that the only movement which 
offers an equalizing force that can protect a free economy from the 
natural drift of centralized power towards economic tyranny has been the 
cooperative system of production and merchandising. Your editor once 
sat at dinner in Stockholm between a wealthy manufacturer and a lead- 
ing official of the Swedish Cooperatives, who were, believe it or not, good 
friends. Our inquiry about business-cooperative relations brought this re- 
sponse from the manufacturer, “Oh, we got over that adolescent quarrel- 
some stage between business and the cooperatives long ago.” Then, nod- 
ding towards the cooperative leader, “He keeps a life net spread under us. 
When a businessman fails, the co-op catches him, breaks the fall. For any 
man of skill and ability can find a place in the co-op; then once on his 
feet, climb the tree of capitalism again. And they trim our branches if 
we venture out too far.” 

MONOPOLISTIC ECONOMIC CONTROLS AND ECONOMIC 
TYRANNY in such countries would have been far advanced were it not 
that the cooperatives force prices down, furnish competition strong 
enough to meet big business on its own level. Co-ops also keep ownership 
and control in the hands of private citizens and away from state ownership. 
There is no instance in history where co-ops have led to Marxism as is 
charged by corporation publicity in this country. One of the few ways 
independent food and drug merchants are able to survive in competition 
with the large centralized chains is through forming purchasing and 
credit cooperatives of their own. Thus the co-op principle is now op- 
erating to save independent business in America. 

Between The Lines is not championing co-ops as such. Co-ops be- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Patriotism & UNESCO 


(continued) 

ardent D.A.R. will be compelled to° 
respect—Congressman Hugh Scott, 
former chairman of the Republican 
National Committee. He recently 
spent a month in UNESCO ses- 
sions, studying its entire operation 
and program, and he found that 
UNESCO is not in any way subver- 
sive, that it is not now working any- 
where in the U. S., but rather con- 
centrates primarily in countries 
where education and science are 
largely underdeveloped and where 
exchange of experience and skills 
from other nations can be helpful in 
raising the standard of living. Rep. 
Scott notes that UNESCO is an or- 
ganization of 72 sovereign states — 
all truly independent except for the 
Soviet satellites — connected with 
the UN as one of its specialized 
agencies. It provides technical ad- 
visers to member countries on re- 
quest but does not give material 
aid, except in small amounts for 
demonstration. 

Forty countries were assisted in 
increasing their educational oppor- 
tunities for both children and adults, 
and in training teachers and raising 
the level of their educational sys- 
tems. Particular emphasis is placed 
on the education of illiterate adults 
so that “they can take a more re- 
sponsible part in community devel- 
opment.” UNESCO has given some 
financial aid and conducted fund- 
raising campaigns for rebuilding 
schools, colleges and libraries in 
war-torn countries. It has helped 
train scientists in underdeveloped 
countries, aided scientific research 
for improvement of economic con- 
ditions and set up international re- 
search centers. It helps in the ex- 
change of knowledge in the fields 
of history, philosophy, languages. 
and encourages the organization of 
libraries and museums, arranges ex- 
hibitions of paintings and transla- 
tion of important literary works. 

Rep. Scott pointed out that. at 
the recent Montevideo conference, 
it was the UNESCO nations which 
defeated by 41 to 6 the Soviet Un- 
ion’s usual drive to force the admis- 
sion of Red China into the UN. He 
further noted that it was the 
UNESCO countries which amended 
by a vote of 49 to 9 the UNESCO 
constitution to limit its executive 
board from taking any initiative 
beyond the policy directives passed 
by the general conference. 

Rep. Scott called particular at- 
tention to the fact that UNESCO 
has neither the intention nor the 
authority to impose its will on mem- 
ber states, stressing that member 
states “are free to carry out its sug- 
gestions and programs as they see 
hit.” 

The facts expose the big lie that 
the UN seeks to destroy the individ- 
ual authority of nations. 





° 
Pogo Joe Again 

How strong is Sen. McCarthy? 
The political strategists report that 
the Wisconsin senator’s dream — 
and those allied with him — is to 
twist the leadership of the GOP 
away from Eisenhower and then to 
form a new GOP structure on more 
conservative lines. If this should 
happen, how many Republicans 
would follow Pogo Joe off into new 
paths? The pro-McCarthy newspa- 
pers and his promoters on the radio 
make very impressive claims, but 
the scientific polls report that only 
one Republican in 16 (6 per cent) 
says he would follow McCarthy; 87 
per cent say they would still follow 
Ike! With McCarthy no longer able 
to whoop it up on the calliope of 
Communist investigations, the sen- 
ator must find a new issue. Directly 
accusing Eisenhower of being soft 
on Red China and demanding that 
we take drastic action has been the 
new tactic, but even Joe knows that 
this issue is rimmed with hell-fire 
and cannot be played very far or 
very long. But Joe cannot function 
without a slam-bang issue. 

If he were to take up a solid hon- 
est problem, like the minimum 
wage or Federal aid to education, it 
would be like matching the senator 
for a square dance with Grandma 
Moses. Of course that’s why he is 
potentially dangerous and about 75 
per cent a phoney — he can’t seem 
big and strong unless he can distort 
the issue all out of its real propor- 
tions to promote his personal pow- 
er —as Hitler did with the Jewish 
issue and Mussolini did with Italy’s 
“rights” in the Mediterranean. In 
about six months Joe may need an 
issue, a nice big elastic one. 


Labor Health, Welfare 


The national CIO unions, with 
more than 6 million total member- 
ship, plan to expand union-admin- 
istered general health programs. 
Several of the unions, which have 
set up complete medical care, hos- 
pitalization and health coverage, 
have found that they can give this 
service to the workers and their 
families at an operating cost of 4.9 
per cent of total premiums collect- 
ed. Coverage by private health in- 
surance companies runs as high as 
12 to 14 per cent. Moreover, the 
private companies do not provide 
complete coverage, excluding from 
their benefits the major illnesses 
such as cancer, TB, etc., which can 
so thoroughly ruin the family budget. 

The disclosure of these facts may 
prove to be a salient factor in the 
development of general health cov- 
erage in America. At present the 
private health insurance companies 
do not provide complete coverage, 
but the Eisenhower Administration 
proposes putting Federal funds at 


the disposal of these companies to 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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come victims of mismanagement, get in the hands of cheaters, just as do 
corporations. But as America moves towards the hour of decision — 
when the voice of the individual, of the independent businessman, is so small 
it can no longer be heard — cooperation saves free competition, does not 
destroy it. It is giantism, the natural evolutionary force of industrial tech- 
nological society, that threatens our economic freedom. 


THE STATE OF AFFAIRS IN AGRICULTURE follows much 
the same pressure lines. Farming is now a food production industry re- 
quiring such large outlays of capital that few can enter it who are not al- 
ready in possession of considerable means. The land was once man’s 
refuge “for a new start.” When a factory job was gone there was always 
the land; when the uncertainty of urban life became too great, men could 
seek the solace of the soil. A man can no longer look to the land unless 
he has at least $25,000! The representatives of large-scale industrial farm- 
ing who speak so expansively of the end of “marginal farming” — that 
only the larger operator and well-equipped producer should be expected to 
stay on the land — are ringing the death toll of another important segment 
of our free society. 

The average farm home of 80 to 160 acres is usually “marginal 
farming,” and these are vanishing by the thousands every vear through the 
pressure of mechanization, the manipulation of farm prices and the in- 
creased standardization of all food products. For the farmer is now caught 
in one of the most unfair, undemocratic economic squeezes of our his- 
tory. The farmer’s income has gone down nearly 20 per cent in five 
years — down another 3 per cent in the past few months — yet the food 
processors, milling companies, dairy corporations, canning companies 
continue to publicize the highest profits in their histories, in a fashion 
that seems almost indecent when the facts are examined. The large indus- 
trialized farms can still make good returns by their mass production meth- 
ods but the 80 acre or 160 acre operator can scarcely make a living. 

The farmer is accused of raising surpluses and demanding Gov- 
ernment aid; the food corporations are largely creating the food surpluses 
themselves by keeping the price of many food products so high that con- 
sumption is limited, when lower prices— thoroughly justified by the 
profits these corporations are maintaining — would encourage much larg- 
er consumption of milk, butter, meat, etc., and many of the surpluses 
would disappear, the corporations still maintaining satisfactory profits. 
Almost all corporations demand Government aid in their foreign and do- 
mestic marketing, and in large quantity Government purchases; many re- 
ceive large tax favors in building plants and securing new equipment. Yet 
if the small farmer or small householder seeks Government aid, that’s 
“socialism.” 

A COOPERATIVE SYSTEM OF AGRICULTURE, whereby 
groups of small land holders might pool their resources in machinery and 
farming equipment necessary for modern mechanized farming, while in 
ownership and management each operates entirely on his own, could 
mean the salvation of the smaller farm homes. In fact, many farmers are 
now buying the more expensive machines in joint ownership with their 
neighbors. But there would be so much pressure and resistance created 
by the farm equipment manufacturers against establishing such a system 
of co-ops, and so much prejudice has been built up against cooperatives by 
the American business press, it is doubtful if such a transition can come in 
time to save the vanishing small farm homes. 


ONCLUSION: Since World War II, Between The Lines has contin- 

ually forecast there would be no depression in the foreseeable fu- 
ture, doing so when other economic forecasts were frequently warning of 
an economic slump. For we have been long convinced, after much con- 
sultation and guidance from many Christian-minded economists, that 
what we faced was not depression but transition. A growing population 
with the continued increase of new homes, new communities means an 
expanding market for the goods we produce. But when we look below the 
surface of today’s economic life, we can see that great changes are under 
way which will test the moral and spiritual character of men as few eras 
have. The great transition from an independent, loosely knit, self-sustain- 
ing economy to an intricately complex, massive, technological industrial 
society, with the power of control constantly gravitating into the hands of 
a few, will require a quality of selfless devotion and spiritual dedication 
on the part of our business, political and labor leadership which we fear 
is not present today. The hope of the future rests not in the virtues of our 
capitalistic system but in the young Christian business men, agricultural 
leaders, and Christian labor leaders who are setting new patterns in Chris- 
tian sharing and responsibilty to each other and to society. The virtue is 


not in the system but in men. 
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(continued) 
enable them to provide more ade. 
quate coverage to the public. Mean. 
while, 17 of the largest private 
companies are now under Federal 
investigation for making false claims 
in their advertising and sales pro. 
motion, and practicing deceit in 
their actual selling! If labor-admin. 
istrated health programs can fur. 
nish complete coverage for less than 
half what the private companies 
must collect for partial coverage 
and do it honestly, there must be 
something to learn from the doctors, 
nurses and hospital superintendents 
who work for the CIO! 

The CIO is also inaugurating a 
drive to put all union welfare and 
pension funds of their many unions 
under the most strict supervision, to 
make impossible the corruption and 
loose business methods that have 
brought disrepute and loss to many 
other labor groups. The 8-point wel- 
fare fund program requires: that 
trustees and administrators of such 
funds conduct their affairs at all 
times according to the highest ethi- 
cal standards; that all funds be aud- 
ited semi-annually by outside inde- 
pendent auditors; that detailed re. 
ports on all funds be submitted an- 
nually to all members showing all 
salaries, expenses and fees — how 
much to whom is paid and for what 
purposes; that persons having ful 
time paid jobs with unions or com- 
panies shall not serve as fund tr 
tees for additional pay. Other re: 
quirements strike at the roots of 
abuses now plagueing many of th 
welfare programs in some unions, 





BUDDHA ON SCREEN: 
movie based on the life of Budd 
is being planned by one of t 
large Hollywood studios. The script 
has already been about two yeai 
in the writing, with the author’ 
having made two trips to the Ori 
ent to trace the spread of Bud 
dhism through Asia, talk to religi 
ous leaders and authorities on 
Buddhism. It is hoped that a di 
tinguished Indian actor can bé 
found for the title role. 

With the freshening of interes 
in Buddhism throughout much of 
the world, at a time when so much 
of Christianity is moribund, it is 
inevitable that such a film, if fae 
tually accurate and artistically suc 
cessful, will greatly increase inter 
est in Buddhism in this country. A’ 
ready there are over 70,000 Bud 
dhists in the U. S., worshiping if 
47 different churches througho 
the country. (As to their possibk 
influence, consider that there 
only 113.000 Quakers in the U.S. 





OPERATION PHILIPPINES i 
a program of the Lions Internatio 
al, which sends used farm and gaf 
den equipment to the Farm Reset 
tlement project in the Philippines 











